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sketched the prospect to her in forbidding detail ? She had
made her bargain, and for forty years she gallantly fulfilled
it, while The French Revolution, Heroes, Past and Present,
Cromwell, and Frederick dragged their agonising length
across the silent room upstairs. It was his dream fulfilled.
The nymph Egeria, perhaps, was satisfied as well. For she
could watch him scale Parnassus, lived with each project,
heard each chapter read as it was wrung from him. So the
nymph saw her dream fulfilled. But Jane was not all Egeria.
George Rennie, Robert MacTurk, James Baird, and Bobby
Angus had known that. Even Carlyle, perhaps, suspected
it that afternoon in Haddington, when Irving introduced
him and Mrs. Welsh poured out the tea. But if he ever
knew, he had forgotten; and to her favoured mortal she
was just Egeria, residing (for the royal convenience) in King
Numa's palace. Nymphs, it is evident, should never leave
their groves : at any rate, this nymph discovered that life
in her favourite's palace could be more arduous. Egeria's
part was more exacting than poor Jane had ever dreamed.
Better, perhaps, a lonely flower in Haddington than an over-
burdened wife (even with the role of cunning gypsy) in
Cheyne Row.

The chaise rolled on (it was a private carriage now), and
Jane sat quietly inside. It drove from Marble Arch to
Stanhope Gate, along the Serpentine, and round again to
Hyde Park Corner. Carlyle was far away in Scotland for
his triumphal installation as Lord Rector of Edinburgh
University. He was an acknowledged sage, the crowned
oracle of his day, like all the other sages he had once pre-
scribed to her. Other tutors prescribed his oracles to other
Janes ; and Jane, an ageing woman now, could count his
honours as she sat quietly inside the brougham. Tte
London trees went past the carriage-windows, and Jane sat
on. At Hyde Park Corner the coachman pulled up for
orders, got none, asked a passing stranger to look inside,
and drove hurriedly to St. George's Hospital. Her heart
had stopped.